IN THE CLAIMS: 

(Please amend claims as set forth below: 

r \ ^ 

I 1 . / (Original)/ ^ A method for modulating the ^mmun^esponse ^i a mammal to 
an antigen b^^iplanting^ithin the body of said mammal a devic^c^prisi^a porous matrix 
contained witnftra-perffJrated but otherwise impermeable container, said matrix conta ining a 
quantity of said antigen, wherein said device attracts cells of the immune system to encounter 
said antigen and to modulate said immune response. 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the antigen is bioavailable within 
said porous matrix at the time of implantation of said device into said mammal. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the antigen becomes bioavailable 
within said porous matrix after the device has been implanted into said mammal. 



4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein said antigen becomes 
bioavailable about three days after implantation within said mammal. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said antigen is introduced into 
said device about three days after implantation. 



6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said antigen is provided in a 
delayed release formulation. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said porous matrix comprises a 
polymeric material. 

8. (Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein said polymeric material is 
selected from the group consisting of natural and synthetic sources. 



9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein said polymeric matrix is selected 
from the group consisting of hydroxylated polyvinyl acetate, polyurethane, ethylene/vinyl 
acetate copolymer, polylactic acid, polylactide-glycolide copolymer, gelatin, collagen, cross 



linked collagen, and combinations thereof. 

10. (Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said container comprises a 
polymeric material selected from the group consisting of natural and synthetic sources. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the porous polymer matrix 
comprises hydroxylated polyvinyl acetate and the container comprises a segment of perforated 
tubing. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said quantity of antigen and the 
timing of the bioavailability of said antigen within said device relative to the time of 
implantation of said device into said mammal results in inducing or enhancing the immune 
response to said antigen. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said antigen is bioavailable 
within said device after implantation of said device into said mammal. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said antigen is introduced into 
said device about 2-4 days after the implantation of said device into said mammal. 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said device is removed from the 
body of said mammal after a period of about 10 days. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein a second quantity of said antigen 
is reintroduced into said device. 

19. (Amended) The method of claim 18 wherein said second quantity of said 
antigen [is reintroduced] becomes available in[to] said device by the delayed release of said 



second quantity of said antigen present within the device at the time of implantation. 
20 - 47. (Canceled) 

48. (Original) A method of immunizing a mammal with an antigen for the 
preparation of a hybridoma for the production of a monoclonal antibody against said antigen, 
wherein the mammal is immunized using the method of claim 12. 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said immune response to said 
antigen is selected from the group consisting of prophylactic vaccination, therapeutic 
vaccination, cellular immunity, humoral immunity, mucosal immunity, long-term immunity, 
and combinations thereof. 



51-56. (Canceled) ^ 



^57^j (Original^*^ A method for modulating the immune response in a mammal to 
an antigen by unplanting within the body of said mammal a device ramprisinffl saidantigenand 
further comprisnIgTfteaft£ibr limiting the passive diffusion of molecules-eufof said device-^ 



without limiting the active movement of immune cells into oroufof saiaUevieeT 
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